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If it has batteries, bring it 
to this event  BY JOHN REID

The Big Jolt!
During the fi rst weekend 
of November, a large group of 
pilots gather at the Prado Air Park 
in Chino, CA, for an event that has 
only one requirement: electric 
power. Th e Big Jolt was held on 
Friday, November 2 through 
Sunday, November 4, and if a 
battery powered your aircraft, you 
had to be there. Th is event is now 
in its fourth year and has pilots 
coming from all over Southern 
California and parts of Arizona and 

Nevada to fl y at one of the premier airfi elds in California. 
Th e Big Jolt drew in everything that could fl y and was 
powered by batteries including foamies, ducted-fan jets, 
helicopters, scale, and giant-scale airplanes. You even got 
to see Superman fl y there—but more on that later.
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Brian Wriner and his helper take his Falcon 
120 EDF out to the fl ightline.

Jim Christopherson gets his 
B-17 ready to fl y in formation 

with the rest of his group.
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The Pomona Valley Airplane Club has 
approximately 460 members and many 
of them turn out for events like this, to 
both fl y and help. The Prado fi eld is one 
of the premier runways in Southern Cali-
fornia. Its asphalt stretches 800 feet by 50 
feet wide. The pit area has enough space 
to support 30 10x10 canopies lined up 
end to end, and that is what we had here 
this weekend. Sam Wright was the contest 
director and announcer all weekend long 
and did a great job as both. Along with 
an excellent fl ightline crew, they kept the 
event rolling along with almost all of the 
six fl ight stations full throughout most 
of the day. This made it a great event for 
the spectators because there was always 
some fl ying throughout the day. But in 
addition to that, the spectators and par-
ticipants could also visit the vending area, 
which had a number of sellers specializing 
in everything one could need for electric 
aircraft. The club did a fantastic job of col-
lecting a number of prizes that were raffl ed 
off on Friday and Saturday.

Th e event
Most of the day on Friday included open 
fl ying for a number of different types of 
electric aircraft—including blocks of time 
that were set aside for helicopter fl ying. 
Friday evening included an “Electric 

Fantastic” competition that commenced 
after the sun went down. Electric planes 
outfi tted with night fl ying lights put on a 
performance to choreographed music. The 
“Electric Fantastic” drew in a good-sized 
crowd that either stayed there into the 
evening or came back after the sun went 
down.

Saturday’s fl ying started early and pilots 
started getting their planes into the air 

almost as soon as the sun came up and 
started peeking through the hills. The 
same was true for Sunday’s fl ying. At noon, 
a couple of manufacturer demos took place 
while most of the participating pilots took 
time to enjoy a nice lunch at the club’s 
snack bar. After the manufacturer demos, 
the electric speed challenge opened up. All 
of the participating aircraft were electric-
ducted fans and they put in impressive 

Above:  I got to interview some of the members 
of the B-17 Formation Flyers — be sure to go to 
ModelAirplaneNews.com to catch the full 
interview!

B-17 Formation Flyers
Above: Here are all of the B-17s lined up waiting for their turn to take to the sky. Th e group took off  
in formation and landed one after the other just like the full-size aircraft did. Notice there’s one little 
German plane in the mix there, his job was to harass the B-17s as they did their fl yby.
Left: Of course, when you fl y in formation it only makes sense that all the pilots stand together. And as 
you can see here, the B-17 squadron stands within talking distance so that each of them can relate the 
current position to others if needed. Flying in formation is not an easy thing to do because even though 
all the B-17s are the same type of plane, some were faster than others.

Kyle Goodwine fl ies his Hangar 
9 Extra 260 low and slow. 
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Th e Big Jolt
numbers. The winner of the event actually had 
an average speed of 204.5mph, which is very 
impressive for an aircraft that is powered by just 
batteries.

Time to go home
On Sunday, pilots tried to get in as much fl ying 
time as they could before they had to pack it 
up and head home. Almost all the pilots at the 
event really enjoyed how much fl ying time they 
got and how well the event was run. Kudos go 
out to all of the workers of the Pomona Valley 
Model Airplane Club for putting on such a well-
organized event. One of the nice things about 
these types of gatherings is that pilots get to 
share information about their particular area of 
the hobby, which in this case is of course elec-
tric-powered aircraft. Many pilots told me that 
they came away with some valuable information 
to apply to their next project. Be sure to check 
out the Pomona Valley Model Airplane Club’s 
website (pvmac.com) for next year’s Big Jolt.  !

Some spectators decided to take some time from watching electric fl ying to enjoy shopping 
at the vendor’s row, which was lined up right behind the pit area. Th ere were enough supplies 
here to equip anyone who was interested in getting into electric fl ight. Everything you needed 
could be found here.

You guessed it, more of Otto’s unusual fl ying foamies. Th ese are 
modeled after cartoon parrots you probably have seen many times.

One of the events during the noontime show was the Electric Jet 
Speed event. Here you can see that two radar guns were used to 
capture the speeds of the jets fl ying from both directions. Th e jets 
would make a low pass fl ying from right to left and then from left to 
right; the two speeds would then be averaged out for the top speed.

Th is was Friday morning, which 
was the lightest day in the pits. 

Saturday and Sunday had a lot of 
activity with a number of planes 

fi lling in the open areas in front 
of the pop-up canopies.

Th is rather large Freewing Messerschmitt Me 262 RC EDF Jet ARF 
makes a low pass for the crowd.
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Pilots had their registration number on their back 
to make it easy for the announcer to identify 
their planes.

Look up in the sky! It’s a bird, 
it’s a plane … No, it’s Superman? 
Th at’s right. Otto Dieff erabach had 
fabricated a fl ying Superman out 
of foam. And that wasn’t the only 
unusual thing he brought to fl y, he 
also had Superwoman fl ying in the 
skies of Chino.

Th is is one of the nicest charging stations I have ever seen at any electric 
event. Th is charging station was designed by the Goodwines just for the Big 
Jolt events and has been at every one.  Th ere is room enough for everybody’s 
charger and it is powered by a very large array of deep cell batteries. It served 
all of the pilots all weekend long.

Even small foamies were out 

in force at the large event.

DIGITAL 
EXTRA!

Get exclusive 
video on our 

digital edition. 

Another all-foam EDF jet from Banana Hobby, this one is the SU-34 RC EDF Jet. Pete fl ew a number of diff erent planes that weekend.
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